
Dairy Opportunity Checklist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Issue  
Little 

opportunity 
for 

improvement  

Some 
opportunity 

for 
improvement 

Moderate 
opportunity 

for 
improvement 

Lots of 
opportunity 

for 
improvement  

Benefit to 
the 

environment

Are diets 
formulated to 
meet the 
requirements 
of the animal?  

Yes, by either 
a nutritionists, 
feed company, 

or software 
program  

_ _ No  N, NH3, P  

Are animals 
fed in groups? 

Yes, high, low 
producing 
cows, dry 

cows, close-up 
cows, and 

multiple heifer 
groups 

Yes, lactating, 
dry, and 

multiple heifer 
groups   

Yes, lactating, 
Dry, and heifer 

groups 
No  N, NH3, P  

Is there a 
system for 
determining 
diet Dry Matter 
(DM) on the 
farm? 

Yes _ - No  N, NH3, P  

Are diets 
adjusted for 
changes in 
DM?  

Daily to weekly Weekly to 
monthly  Infrequently  No  N, NH3, P  

How often is 
DMI (Dry 
Matter Intake) 
determined? 

Daily to weekly Weekly to 
monthly  Infrequently  Not done  N, NH3, P  



Issue  
Little 

opportunity for 
improvement  

Some 
opportunity 

for 
improvement 

Moderate 
opportunity 

for 
improvement 

Lots of 
opportunity 

for 
improvement 

Benefit to 
the 

environment

Diet 
Composition 

 
 

Are 
Ingredients or 
diets analyzed 
for nutrient 
composition? 
(i.e. CP, P, K, 
NDF, ADF 
etc.) 

Yes, routinely  
Only when a 
new feed or 
forage is fed 

Not regularly 
analyzed Not analyzed N, NH3, P  

Crude protein 
(CP) in diet 
(DM basis): 

          

High 
producing 
cows * 

16-16.9% 17-17.9% 18-18.5% 18.5% or 
greater 

Low producing 
cows * 13-13.9% 14-14.9% 15-15.9% 16% or greater 

Dry cows 11-11.9% 12-12.9% 13-13.9% 14%  or 
greater 

N, NH3

Phosphorus 
in diet (DM 
basis): 

  

High 
producing 
cows * 

0.38-0.39% 0.40-.41% 0.42-0.43% 0.44% or 
greater P 

Low producing 
cows * 0.32-0.34% 0.35-0.36% 0.36-0.37% .38% or 

greater P 

Dry cows 0.25%   >0.25%   P 
Potassium in 
Diet (DM 
basis): When 
Using 
DCAD** 

NA NA NA NA NA 

Potassium in 
Diet (DM 
basis): 

Fed at NRC 
recommendation 

(1%) 

Fed at 20% 
above 

recommended 

Fed at 40% 
above 

recommended 
Not known  K 

*Holstein cows in midlactation and ration is balanced for RDP/RUP (NRC, 2001) 
**When formulating for DCAD in lactation rations, one should not consider potassium as part of the 

opportunity checklist. However, attention to levels for K in home-grown forages is warranted. 



 

  



 

  



 

  


